Saul, Judas of Straight St, Ananias, Barnabas, and all the unknown friends
of the faith who helped Saul are each and all asking us today through the
Holy Spirit: who are you for Christ?

He has chosen you to be who you are for Him.
How are you living in this choosing?

Nick
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Let’s consider Saul. He loved God, that’s why he’s persecuting the
Christians. Warren Wiersbe in his commentary puts it well, Saul ‘was a very
zealous man who actually thought he was doing God a service by
persecuting the Church. Had you stopped him and asked him for his
reasons, he might have said something like this:
“ Jesus of Nazareth is dead. Do you expect me to believe that a crucified
nobody is the promised Messiah? According to our law, anybody who is
hung on a tree is cursed. [Deuteronomy 21 v23] Would God take a cursed
false prophet and make him the Messiah? No! His followers are preaching
that Jesus lives and doing miracles through them .....This is a dangerous
sect and [ intend to eliminate it before it destroys our historic Jewish faith.””

Saul loved God and God loved Saul. He loved his zeal. He loved his
learning. He loved his Hebrew heritage. He loved his Roman citizenship.
He loved his theological skills. All these qualities made Saul ideal for
taking Christ’s name to the Gentiles and their kings, and before the people
of Israel, as Jesus informs Ananias in v15.

Sharing JESUS in
word and action

Of course, our attention rivets on Saul as Christ’s chosen instrument for His
gospel but let’s not ignore Ananias. He’s a Jew who’s become a Christian.
He’s heard about Saul and what he wants to do to Christians. He’s naturally
shocked at Jesus’ command to go to Saul and be the agent of his welcome
into the Church. Yet Ananias does go. He doesn’t stubbornly resist, he
doesn’t silently refuse. He goes straight way to Straight St — which is still
apparently a thoroughfare in Damascus [though under a different name].
He warmly greets Saul, calling him, brother. He places his hands on Saul,
and by that, in Christ’s power, he heals his physical blindness. The Holy
Spirit fills Saul, and he is baptised by Ananias.

We know that Saul becomes a great man in the service of the Lord, but no

man or woman however great in faithful service is the be-all and end-all of
the Church. In Damascus, Saul needed the hospitality of Judas. He needed
the pastoral care of Ananias. He needed those unknown friends who



lowered him to safety over the city wall. And in Jerusalem he needed the
support of the encouraging Barnabas and the protection of the brothers in
faith who took him off to Caesarea and sent him from there to Tarsus.

The Church is God’s new family, His community of the kingdom, His
fellowship of love. A chosen people chosen to do what we can do according
to the gifts God has given us. Judas is gifted in being a host. Ananias is a
man of pastoral care. Barnabas is empowered as a man of encouragement.
Unnamed others in Christ acted in Christian love for the blessing of Saul —
without them all being who they are in Christ his calling would have been
blocked.

Saul’s calling is central to the spread of the Gospel but that is no guarantee
of amazing earthly blessings. He will suffer in Jesus’ name. As Jesus tells us
in the Gospels, eg John c15 v20, ‘if they persecuted me, they will persecute
you also’, and c16 v2 ‘a time is coming when anyone who kills you will
think he is offering a service to God.” A prophecy true in Saul, a prophecy
still true in the world today. Yet as we see in the Book of Acts it is through
times of suffering for the name of Christ that the Church comes to thrive.
For then, as Peter tells us in his 1* letter, ‘our faith is proved genuine’. And
as Saul will go on to tell us, writing as Paul, in Philippians 1:27b-28 that
contending as one person, firm in one spirit, without being frightened in any
way of those who oppose us is a sign that we will be saved. And as Jesus
tells us in the Sermon on the Mount: Blessed are we when people insult us,
persecute us and falsely say all kinds of evil against us because of Him.
[Matthew 5:11]

The time may come — and may be upon us, as it is for many of the Church
around the world — when we have to make a faithful stand for Jesus. A stand
against external pressures. A stand against our own fears. A stand against
internal division that would dilute the Gospel. To stand firm for Jesus, for
He is the only One under heaven by which people can be delivered from the
dominion of darkness and death. To stand firm with Judas of Straight St, to
stand firm with Ananias to go where the Lord commands us in obedient
service. To stand firm with Barnabas in standing up for the persecuted. To
stand firm with Saul in humility, repentance and gospel activity.

Luke tells us that for 3 days Saul was blind and in his traumatic shock did
not eat or drink anything. He’s like a dead man, unable to eat; unable to

drink; cut off from the light. Then Jesus healing word comes to him. The
Holy Spirit fills him. He is born again. Commissioned, baptised, freed from
death, rescued from the dominion of darkness, brought into the kingdom of
the Son the Father loves. Redeemed. Forgiven.

He is as we are. As Jesus chose him, so Jesus has chosen us. As the Spirit
was in Saul so the Spirit is in us. As Saul had talents he was called to use
for the Gospel, so we have and are called to use. Saul was born again, so
are we. He was empowered by the Holy Spirit for his service,so are we. He
was a theologian teacher. Jesus called him to be the theologian teacher of
His Gospel. You are who you are. Jesus has chosen you to be who you are
for His Gospel.

Jesus met Saul in a way which totally shook up his life, and turned his
thinking inside out. Instead of seeing Jesus as the pits, someone to be
persecuted, he saw Him as the pinnacle, someone to be glorified, exalted,
worshipped. Saul became known to us best as Paul. A re-naming symbolic
of his focus to take the Gospel to Rome. But he was always who he was — a
man who endeavoured to live a life worthy of the God he was serving. He
was so when he persecuted the Church, not then seeing that Christ and the
God he was serving were One. And he was the same after coming to know
Christ, in the days when he proclaimed him. Through Jesus his life had
changed yet did not change — he was still faithful, he was still zealous, he
was still willing to go wherever it was needful to go to serve the Lord. What
changed Him and changed the world was the revelation that Jesus was not
dead, but was risen, ascended to the right hand of God, the Son of God,
God with God. All his biography, all his talents, all his personality were now
devoted to that reality.

God, possibly not so dramatically, has come into your life: he has chosen
you to be you for His Gospel. So, here is a question. Christ has chosen you
to know Him. What do you think that means for who you are?

God has met you as you are to be who you are for Him.

How are you being who you are for Him?
Are you growing who you are for Him?
Are you standing still, or even backing off, for fear of suffering?



